THE DAY OF LAUGHTER,

or the April Fish
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    People say that we owe the birth of the April fun traditions to French King Charles IX, because, as early as the 16th century, he decreed to move the New Year celebration from April 1 (as it was set up before) to January 1. A part of the kingdom's pop​ulation greeted the new tradition and caroused cheerfully, celebrating the New Year according to the new style. The rest, either because they had not heard about the king's decree or in spite of hearing about it, continued marking the beginning of the year on April 1, for which the «innovators» mocked them terribly. From then on, the April 1 fes​tivities gained in popularity. 
      In Italy and France, this holiday is called the April Fish («le poisson d'avril»). A traditional joke in these countries is to attach a cute, painted paper fish to someone else's back. To do this, a hook is fixed to the fish. The trick is not to get caught on the same hook so you don't make a fool or, rather, «a fish» of yourself. By the way, the French used to call Napoleon «the April Fish», because of his marriage with Marie-Louise, Princess of Austria, which took place on April 1.

       In Great Britain, the innocent «fish» entertainment has grown into the entire April Fool's Day. However, one may play tricks on people only from 12 a.m. till 12 p.m. (teasing a naive vic​tim as the April's fool). One of the most famous hoaxes too place in 1860, when hundreds of British respected ladies and gentlemen received an invitation to arrive at «the annual solemn ceremony of washing the white lions that would be held in the Tower of London at 11 a.m. on the 1st of April». It generated considerable excitement among the representatives of British nobility and aristocratic families.
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       The Scots celebrate the April festi​val for as long as two days. The second day is called the «Taily Day.» Pranks on this day are devoted to the posterior region of the body where the tail could be attached. That is why the motto of the Taily Day in Scotland is «Kick me!» Posters, signs, and badges with this motto are fixed not only to the «victims» but are placed nearly everywhere. Another favorite Scottish joke on April 1 is to sneak a special bag onto someone else's chair that emits vulgar sounds when sat upon.

       On that day in Germany and Finland, people traditionally give both children and adults eccentric errands that are impossible to fulfill. For instance, one has to buy the mosquito oil at the chemist's or sweet vinegar at the food store or borrow glass scissors from a neighbor. This tradition is called «sending someone into April». 
      On April 1, Americans mostly con​tent themselves with comparatively innocent jokes like pouring sugar into the saltshaker or setting a clock an hour forward.

      In olden days in the Russian cities and towns, April Fool's jokes used to be especially popular among girls. The more people a girl was able to fool on that day the more chances she would have to lead her future husband by the nose.

       An interesting fact is that in coun​tries such as Spain, Portugal, Mexico, and India, people also celebrate the Day of Pranks. It doesn't take place on April 1, but the spirit of the festival is exactly the same!

[image: image3.jpg]


       In our epoch of globalization and technological advances, there are more brilliant opportunities for virtuoso April  fooling and mystifying larger numbers of people than ever before. And, like nobody else in the world, mass media are real connoisseurs and experts in this craft. Here are just a few examples of successful media hoaxes. 
         A classic April fool's joke was a TV | segment prepared by the BBC on April 1, 1957 about the bumper spaghetti crop in Switzerland. On the screen, they showed farmers diligently picking boiled spaghetti from the trees. A voiceover informed the audience about accomplishments in this agricultural area, about the longstanding endeavors of the breeders who succeeded in pro​ducing perfect spaghetti of the uniform length, and so forth. Soon, the BBC editorial office received numerous feed​back letters. Some people asked to buy spaghetti sprigs so they could grow spaghetti trees of their own. Others were astonished that spaghetti grew vertically not horizontally, and a few viewers were at a loss, because they were certain spaghetti was manufac​tured from flour. These people were in the minority, however.
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         Some French newspaper published an announcement about the festival of donkeys that was to take place in Paris on April 1. Wishing to see the curiosity, people came to the capital from all over the country. They waited the entire day, and only toward evening did they real​ize who the real donkeys were.

        The newspaper «Le Parisien» once mocked its readers by publishing an announcement about the decision of the Parisian municipality to dismantle the Eiffel Tower and reconstruct this international symbol of French culture in a river valley 30 km away from the capital. The report contained a detailed description of how the tower would be dismantled, including support from the American infantry, technical calcula​tions for reassembling the tower, and a timeline of the project's completion. Frustrated Parisians tried to take the editorial office by storm, and the tele​phones were overloaded with calls.

        Two other famous media pranks "took places about 15 years ago in the Soviet Union. On the Day of Laughter, a popular national newspaper «Komsomolskaya Pravda» published a brief article about the fact that somewhere in Chukotka, scientists discovered a small frozen mammoth calf. According to the publication; the animal was transferred to Moscow, where it was thawed out and settled into the zoo. People say that one teacher from Siberia came to Moscow with her class especially to see  the calf and caused an incredible scandal in the zoo when it turned out that no thawed-out mammoth calf lived there.
       Another respectable Soviet magazine, «Sobesednik,» published in its April 1" issue a pseudo-scientific «research» report that was said to have concluded beyond a shadow of a doubt that the famous poet Alexander Blok never existed. An interesting point was that a few dozen literary critics from all over the USSR, including some who held lofty scientific degrees, got involved in a serious polemic dispute with the periodical.

       The  South-Chinese newspaper «Morning  Post»[image: image5.jpg]


 informed its readers that an ongoing water shortage in Hong Kong was about to be solved. First, with the help of an anten​na set up on top of a mountain, water would be pumped out directly from a cloud. Second, tablet water was to be import​ed from China, which was very advantageous, because one tablet per glass of water would turn into three liters of salubri​ous fluid. The editorial office was snowed under with letters.
       So, on April 1st, be vigilant. In any case, laugh to your heart's content! According to one popular saying, a minute of laughter is as good for your health as a kilo of carrots not riddled with pests.
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